
ASHMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
                                                                                    

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting   
held at Ashmore Village Hall 

on Monday 9th May 2016 at 7 pm 

 
Present:- 
Chairman – Philip Hamilton (PH)   
Councillors – Philippa Kelway-Bamber (PKB), Richard Evans (RE), Gilly Forge (GF), Andrew 
Featherstone (AF) 
District Councillor –   Catherine Langham, Christine Stone POPP 
Clerk –  Vivian Hitchmough (VH) 
 10  members of the public 
 
2016.1  Apologies; Annette Ruff 
  
2016.2 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 

Position Name Proposed Seconded 

Chairman Philip Hamilton RE PKB 

    

Vice-Chairman Richard Evans PH PKB 

 
2016.3  Election of Officers 

Position Name Proposed Seconded 

Planning Philip Hamilton PKB GF 

Tree Officer Gilly Forge PH PKB 

Pond Representative Paul Whetham PH RE 

Airfield 
Representative 

Richard Evans PH AF 

Playground Officer Paul Whetham PH GF 

DAPTC 
Representative 

Richard Evans PH PKB 

    

   
2016.4 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Monday 11th May 2015 were 

agreed as a true record and duly signed. 
 
2016.5   

Chairman’s Report 
 “In the last year there have been nine planning applications to build or alter properties in the 

village.  Five have been approved, three were withdrawn prior to decisions being made (barn 
for alpacas, underpasses and boundary wall to gates at Ashmore Manor) and one is 
outstanding.  The application for which no decision has been made is for the ground 
mounted solar array at Glebe Farm.   There have been six applications to carry out work to 
trees in the village all of which were given consent.  Queries were raised whether work was 
being carried out at Ashmore Manor that was either not in accordance with permission 
granted or for which no application had been made.  A retrospective application has been 
made but although this was lodged in March 2016 we were not notified until 27th April and 
so was not considered in 2015/16 



 The Filly Loo was held as usual last year on June 19th and was a great success.  Thanks are 
due to Lucy Grieg for organising the event and to all those who helped set up, supply and 
man the stalls and dismantle everything afterwards. Particular thanks go to the Lindsays and 
Whethams for the use of their front gardens. 

 Thanks are due to Paul Whetham and his helpers for working on and in the and and mowing 
the grass around it. 

 Thanks are due to Paul Whetham too for his work on the playground. 
I am grateful for the help and support I have received over the last year from parish 
councillors and from our District Councillor Catherine Langham and our County Councillor 
Deborah Croney. 
I am grateful too for all that our clerk, Viv Hitchmough does for the Council, acting as our 
Responsible Financial Officer and for reminding me of things that I ought to be doing or have 
ought to have done.” 

  

 
2016.6  Annual return and draft accounts for the year to 31.3.2016 

The draft accounts had been circulated to Councillors and the internal audit 
had been completed successfully.  The sum of current and deposit bank 
accounts at year end is £ 5317.00 as agreed to  the audit statement       
The Annual Return and Governance statement was agreed and duly signed 
and approved for return.   The accounting statement to Auditors reported the 
decision to decrease the precept this year as no major costs were expected. 
 
Proposed      Seconded  

  PH      RE 
 
2016.7  Asset Risk Assessment 
 

RISK ASSESSMENT  

Financial and Management Systems Approved with no changes 

Council assets Approved with no changes 

  

Pond 
Playing Field 
Playground 
Bus Shelter 
Filly Loo 
Notice Board 
Telephone Box 

 
 
Approved with no changes 

  

Proposed                                 PH PKB 

 
2016.8       District Councillor Catherine Langham’s report 
“My first year as a District Councillor has been one of great changes for North Dorset with the inception of the 
Tri-Council partnership.  There is now one Chief Executive, Matt Prosser, joint Senior Executives for the three 
councils and every department has been rationalised with a view to a more streamlined and cost effective 
operation, sharing staff and resources wherever possible.  It should be noted that there are now discussions 
taking place as to whether or not Dorset is suitable to become a Unitary Authority, combining District and 
County operations.   Norden is now officially on the open market and will eventually be replaced by a smaller 
“hub” in Blandford, although the actual size of this has yet to be confirmed.   The Local Plan Part 1 was 
adopted on 15th January but within six weeks was subject to a legal challenge relating to land opposite 



Waitrose in Gillingham.  This challenge has now been dismissed and therefore the Plan can be considered fit 
for purpose.  I am a member of the Development Management Committee, Licensing and Orders Committee, 
Planning Policy Panel and Housing Panel, all of which I find very interesting.  In addition to this I try to attend 
any training sessions and consultation meetings about the future of Dorset Councils.   My main interests 
continue to be the protection of the Dorset AONB’s and finding ways to reduce roadside litter and fly tipping.” 

 
The Chairman thanked for her input and closed the meeting at   7.15 pm 


